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Junior Tiger Qualifiers

27 March, Nationwide

North Island Stroke Play

31 March - 3 April,  
Whitford Park Golf Club

NZ Amateur

20 - 26 April,  
Russley & Coringa Golf Club

Muriwai Open Charles Tour

12-15 May, Muriwai Golf Club

events:
upCoMIng

nZ goLF In  
suppoRt oF 
CanteRBuRY

The first issue of the NZ Golf Update for 

2011 is dedicated to our friends in 

Christchurch.  

Like all New Zealanders, the staff and 

board of New Zealand Golf have been 

distraught at the devastation and loss of 

life in Christchurch.

We have received numerous calls and 

emails from international golf 

organisations offering their best wishes and 

support.

Less than 48 hours prior to the devastating 

earthquake, Christchurch City together with 

Pegasus Golf Club were the proud hosts of 

a remarkable NZ Women’s Open which 

brought many great memories to players 

and supporters around the world.

Whilst sport ceases to matter in times of 

great grief, we hope the people of 

Christchurch can find a sense of relief and 

normality through the game of golf.

Rise up Christchurch.

Yours in Golf

New Zealand Golf



sMIth BattLes WInd 
Best to WIn pegasus 
nZ WoMen’s open
Western Australian Kristie Smith scored her 
maiden win in only her second year on the 
European (LET) Tour with a three-shot 
victory in the Pegasus New Zealand Women’s 
Open at the Pegasus course north of 
Christchurch recently.

Starting the final round of the Euro200,000 event 
tied for third and five shots behind overnight leader, 
Italy’s Giulia Sergas, Smith was one of few players in 
the leading groups to cope with the brutal north-
easterly wind that raged all afternoon.

With Sergas, who dropped three shots, including a 
one-stroke time penalty, on the last two holes of her 
third round coming back to the field with a bogey, 
bogey, triple-bogey start, Smith was one of 13 golfers 
within three shots of the lead with 15 holes to play.

She took the outright lead for the first time, moving 
to 10-under with a birdie on the 61st hole, and she 
stayed strong both physically and mentally to the 
end, firing five birdies in the trying conditions with 
just the one dropped shot at the 67th.

Her four-under 68 – the second-best round of the 
day – had her 12-under for the tournament, three 
shots ahead Sergas and American Tiffany Joh, with 
brilliant 13-year-old New Zealand amateur, Lydia Ko 
and highly ranked Melissa Reid (England) tied for 
fifth at seven-under.

Smith, the 22-year-old daughter of veteran Australian 
professional, Wayne, turned pro in 2008 after winning 
the Australian amateur championship and the North 
and South amateur title in the United States.

Her first professional win was the Royal Canberra 
Classic on the Australian secondary tour after a nine-
under 64 in the final round and last year she had her 
first victory in the United States – the Daytona Beach 
Invitational on the Futures Tour.

In her rookie year on the LET Tour she played 15 
events with her best results being runner-up in the 
Slovak Open and tied fourth in the Swiss Open. She 
finished 25th on the money list with earnings of 
nearly Euros85,000.

After being pipped on the last hole in last year’s 
Slovak Open, Smith had as her target this season a 
win on the European Tour. 

“My goal was to win on the LET this year and it is 
nice to have done it early.

“It was always going to be a tough day [with the 
wind] from the first tee. I thought if I could shoot par 
or around that it was going to be a good score today. 
But to see my name with a two-shot lead after the 
turn was pretty cool.

“I just told myself to play smart on the back nine. It’s 
a tough back nine and people were going to drop 
shots. I wanted to hit fairways and greens, two-putt 
and get out of there and that’s what I did. I’m over 
the moon – I knew I could do it.’’

Smith signed off like a true champion on the par-5 
18th hole. She “smashed” an 8-iron second to just 
short of the green and her 7-iron running chip hit 
the pin and left her a tap-in birdie.

Sergas rallied well after her disastrous start to birdie 
the last and join 24-year-old Joh in second place – on 
the same score Laura Davies (England) finished with 
when winning in 2010. Davies started with a birdie 
and took the lead at nine-under three holes into the 
round, but the winner of 77 titles world-wide came 
to grief at the short par-4 fourth hole. She took an 
unplayable after her second shot went over the 
banked green and was short with her fourth, 
chipping and two-putting for a triple-bogey.

Further disaster awaited at the par-5 ninth when her 
ball rested near a tree and she snapped her iron 
trying to promote it. That bogey left her six shots 
adrift of Smith at the turn and she eventually finished 
tied for seventh after a 77.

The attendance figure for the four days was 12,220, 
up a 1000 on last year.
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neW ZeaLandeR Ko 
LeadIng aMateuR
Thirteen year old Lydia Ko showed that 
last year was no fluke when she finished 
leading amateur in the top-10 in the 
Pegasus New Zealand Open.

She shot a final round one-under par 71 in the 
strong winds to finish in a share of fourth place on 
seven-under par with Europe’s No 3 ranked 
Melissa Reid (England).

This follows her performance in finishing seventh 
last year as well as second in the New South Wales 
Open recently.

Ko mixed two birdies with one bogey in her round.

“It was so hard out there in those winds but I was 
proud at how I played. I probably played the shot 
of the tournament on the 16th today when I 
chipped from off the back of the green to really 
close,” Ko said.

“I have learned so much this week from playing 
with Laura Davies and the other top players.

“It was quite hard today with so many people out 
watching. I never used to like people around but I 
am getting used to it now. I am starting to play 
better with the crowds so it must be working.”

Despite the heavy schedule there’s no break now 
for the teenager, who competes in the Riversdale 
Cup in Australia next week before heading to 
India for the Queen Sirikit Cup, then returns across 
the Tasman for the Australian Amateur 
Championships.

Ko can expect to see her world ranking as the 
leading New Zealand golfer – amateur or 
professional – jump up from the current place of 
252 as well as her ranking as No 5 on the world 
amateur list.



ReMaRKaBLe LYdIa Ko just  
MIsses pLaCe In hIstoRY at nsW open
Thirteen-year-old golfer Lydia Ko was a 
centimetre away from the chance to create 
history at the New South Wales Open in 
Sydney recently.

The brilliant young North Harbour student just 
missed her one metre par putt on the final green 
that would have forced a playoff with Sweden’s 
Caroline Hedwall, who won her first tournament as 
a professional at Oatlands Golf Club.

Ko was 1-up playing the last in the Australian Ladies 
Professional Tour (ALPG) event before Hedwall made 
a slick downhill birdie on the final green and the 
young Kiwi three-putted.

Had the New Zealand golf representative prevailed, 
she would have become the youngest player to ever 
win a professional event on the ALPG, with Amy 
Yang the youngest when she won the 2006 ANZ 
Ladies Masters at age 16.

Ko and Hedwall both shot two-under par 70 today 
with the Swede winning on 11-under par and the 
New Zealander one shot back.

Despite the obvious disappointment, it was another 
remarkable achievement from Ko, who finished 
seventh in the Pegasus New Zealand Open last year.

“I guess I am a little disappointed but overall I am 
still proud of myself for how far I got,” Ko said.

“I think I played good but putting sometimes didn’t 
help me. I think it is getting more consistent on the 
greens and going in the right direction for the 
Australian Open in Melbourne.

“I had a chip-in today and did some good recovery shots 
which helped get me in the mood and the rhythm.”

She tried not to let the occasion get the better of her 
on the day.

“I was nervous at the start and the end. There were 
people here to support me which helped.

“Before the tournament I did not even think of 
going to the final round although inside me I always 
want to win. You have to have everything together 

going good to win and on the first nine today some 
of my putting did not help me.”

She tried to blot out the situation when she stood on 
the par-3 final hole one shot ahead of Hedwall.

“We both played well today. I knew I had a shot at 
winning. But Caroline had a really nice downhill putt 
that went in which did not surprise me. I hit my 
downhill putt too big and just missed the par putt.

“Overall I am pretty proud of myself and where I got 
to was pretty good for someone my age. I think I 
have learned a lot from this. I will get a lot of 
confidence about it and next time I have that putt I 
will be dead straight with it.”

Hedwall, 21, enjoyed her professional debut after a 
stellar amateur career. She won the NCAA individual 
title in the US last year and also took out the Ladies 
European Tour final qualifying by a massive nine 
shots last month.

Australian professional Stephanie Na shot a three-
under 69 to finish third on eight-under, a shot clear 
of a quartet including American Ryann O’Toole and 
leading Australians Sarah Kemp, Katherine Hull and 
top prospect Kristie Smith, who fired a tournament-
low six-under 66.

European-based professional Lynnette Brooky was 
the next best of the Kiwis on one-under par in a 
share of 13th place with the great Laura Davies, 
while Northland’s Caroline Bon was tied for 26th  
on three-over in her first full tournament as a 
professional.
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The New Zealand Open, the country’s flagship 
golfing event, has a home in Christchurch for 
the next three years.

The event will be hosted at the Clearwater Golf Resort 
from 1 to 4 December in an exciting new partnership 
with BMW and the Christchurch City Council, to be 
known as the BMW New Zealand Open.

The tournament has secured a prime place in the 
golfing calendar, following the two major golf events 
across the Tasman – the Australian Open and 
Australian PGA – as well as the President’s Cup to be 
staged in Melbourne in November. As one of the last 
tournaments in 2011, the BMW New Zealand Open 
will form an extremely important component of the 
PGA Tour of Australasia’s all-important Order of Merit.

New Zealand Golf CEO Dean Murphy said that 
securing the new date alongside the biggest events 
in Australia was a crucial part of the jigsaw for the 
future success of the Open.

“The major tournaments in Australasia are prior to 
Christmas at present, so it was imperative to seek a 
new date in the same mix as the big events over the 
Tasman in terms of our exposure and ability to attract 
a strong field. That has been an intricate and lengthy 
negotiation,” said Mr Murphy.

“We considered the proposal based at Clearwater to 
be a package that was in the best interests of New 
Zealand Golf and our membership. We have enjoyed 
three excellent years in Queenstown at The Hills and 
look forward to returning there in the future. That 
said it has been a tradition over more than 100 years 
to host our flagship event around the country.” 

The BMW New Zealand Open joins the Pegasus New 
Zealand Women’s Open to be based in Christchurch 
with the events set to bring more than $20 million of 
new income into the region annually.

“We are delighted to be back in Christchurch at a proven 
venue and with a local council who are wonderful 
supporters of golf especially in these challenging times 
for this city and region,” said Mr Murphy.

“We are thrilled to have attracted the support of a 
major world brand in BMW as title sponsor and two 
significant partners in the Christchurch City Council 
and Clearwater which has ensured the financial 
certainty of the event.

“The Clearwater Golf Course is a world class venue 
with superior facilities. We have the support of Sir 
Bob Charles who lives on the course, and has been 
working tirelessly with his team of helpers to 
introduce several new features to further enhance 
the Clearwater experience from tee to green.”

Christchurch has rich history in hosting major golf 
events. Over the last 10 years it has hosted the 
Clearwater Classic twice, seven NZ PGA 
Championships and also the inaugural NZ Women’s 
Open, with the Pegasus New Zealand Women’s 
Open held just outside the city.

On top of the direct economic benefit, the value of 

continued on following page
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*Conditions Apply: From price is a guideline only based on per person twin share on fl ying Qantas in economy class from Auckland. Travel from Wellington or Christchurch available at a surcharge. Price quoted based on staying at Hotel Enterprize and include 
tickets based on 17 & 18 November events. Further terms and conditions apply – for full details call or visit your local agent, or see www.harveyworld.co.nz. Harvey World Travel in conjunction with GO Holidays – GO Holidays is a Licensed Travel Operator 
for The Presidents Cup 2011. ETO License Number: TPC2011/NZL10.  

FROM
$1499* 

PP

Return airfares, 3 nights at Hotel 
Enterprize, General Admission tickets 
to event on 17 & 18 Nov, daily private 
transport to event, exclusive spectator 

function & souvenir merchandise.
Travel 16 - 18 Nov 2011

5 & 7 night packages available
just ask in store!

harveyworld.co.nz
0800 48 88 44

LoCaL goLFIng Legend WIns neW ZeaLand 
senIoRs goLF CRoWn on hoMe tuRF
Taranaki golfing legend Murray Martin 
proved the steadiest under pressure to win 
the New Zealand Seniors Championship on 
home turf recently.

Martin, playing on his home course at New Plymouth 
Golf Club, managed an even-par 72 to finish on 
one-under par 215 for the 54-hole contest.

The New Zealand Golf Development Officer for 
Taranaki won by three shots from two-time 
champion David Burton with a further shot back to 
Auckland’s Brent Paterson.

Overnight leaders Martin, Michael Barltrop (Royal 
Auckland) and Burton, the Australian-based Nelson 
club player, remained close after all shot even par for 
the opening nine holes.

Barltrop, a four-time Eisenhower representative, dropped 
out of the race after going out of bounds on the 10th, 
finishing with a five-over 77 and fourth place.

Despite bogeys at the 11th and 16th holes, Burton 
stayed in touch after a birdie on the 17th. Two 
behind playing the par-5 last hole, he made a 
mistake pushing for the much-needed birdie to drop 
a shot and finish with a two-over 74.

Martin had the luxury of a good buffer after a birdie 
on the 17th to coast home for an even par 72 and 
three shot victory.

Paterson made a run with two early birdies to 
close within one shot mid-round but faded on the 
back nine.

The tournament attracted a strong field with 138 players 
including nine from Australia and one from Hong Kong.

Leading scores:

215 Murray Martin (New Plymouth) 73 70 72

218 David Burton (Nelson) 69 75 74

219 Brent Paterson (Royal Auckland) 75 71 73

220 Michael Barltrop (Royal Auckland) 71 72 77

221 Arthur Parkin (Maungakiekie) 74 73 74,  
Reg Fleet (Whangaparaoa) 74 75 72, Denis Dale 
(Australia) 75 75 71

222 Frank Borren (Paraparaumu Beach) 73 73 76

224 Murray Brown (Russley) 78 77 74, Stefan Albinski 
(Australia) 72 77 75, John Batley (Titirangi) 77 78 69

225 Warren Steward (Mt Maunganui) 73 75 77, 
David Render (Royal Wellington) 77 74 74

media exposure is estimated at $5.5 million and the 
reach of the international broadcast will exceed 120 
million households, which is excellent exposure for 
Christchurch. 

BMW, one of the sport’s major global partners, is set to 
increase that involvement as title sponsor of the New 
Zealand Open after three years as official vehicle supplier.

“BMW have long been associated with quality, high 
performance and efficiency and we are delighted to 
bring these valuable attributes to the New Zealand 
Open,” said Managing Director of BMW Group New 
Zealand Ltd, Mark Gilbert.

“We see golf as an ideal environment through which to 
communicate with our customers and promote BMW’s 
key values such as precision, dynamism, sportsmanship 
and being the ultimate driving machine.”

BMW’s involvement includes the worldwide BMW Golf 
Cup International with a New Zealand final this week, 
the BMW Championship, Ryder Cup, BMW PGA 
Championship and BMW International Open, as well 
as the world’s largest tournament series for amateurs. 

The New Zealand Open will be sanctioned with the 
PGA Tour of Australasia, playing for a minimum 
purse of NZ$500,000 in 2011.

continued from previous page…



MCCaLL, haMILton 
CLaIM vICtoRY In 
south IsLand goLF 
Southland golfer Vaughan McCall came 
from behind on the final hole to win the 
South Island Stroke Play championship in 
Timaru.

The Gore teenager finished with a one-under par 71 
to edge out Auckland’s Sam An by one shot at the 
Timaru Golf Club.

An, 16, who won his age group at the Aaron 
Baddeley International in December, had been at the 
top of the leaderboard from the opening hole until 
the 71st. Standing on the last tee with a two shot 
lead, he made a disastrous double bogey while 
McCall made a clutch birdie to claim victory.

It was heartache for An who had been steady 
throughout the day, played in delightful conditions 
after rain affected the second and third rounds. An 
clung to a one shot advantage for much of the back 
nine, with both making birdies at the 16th. The 
advantage stretched to two shots after McCall 
bogied the 17th before the dramas on the final hole 
settled the contest.

McCall, a member of the Srixon Academy and New 
Zealand under-19 representative last year, added to 
the North Island Under-19 title he won in 2010.

Meanwhile Auckland’s Jesse Hamilton bounced back 
from a terrible eight-over 81 in the third round to 
claim the women’s honours.

The Maungakiekie club player fired a superb three-
under 70 to claim the women’s title by four shots 
from Ashburton’s Catherine Bell who could only 
manage a four-over 77.

Bell looked to be heading for victory after Auckland’s 
Emily Eng fell by the wayside and Hamilton was two-
over for the day through nine holes. Hamilton then 
stepped on the gas with a remarkable five-under  
32 for her final nine holes including three birdies  
and an eagle.

Leading finaL scores, men, par 72: 

281 Vaughan McCall (Gore) 74 69 67 71 

282 Sam An (Titirangi) 68 69 72 73, Tim Leonard 
(Timaru) 70 71 76 65 

283 Tom Turner (Christchurch) 71 72 69 71 

284 Hayden Beard (Mt Maunganui) 69 71 72 72 

286 Harry Bateman (Russley) 71 73 73 69 

287 Blair Riordan (Takaka) 74 71 71 71, Liam Balneaves 
(Greenacres Country) 68 75 72 72, Keelan Kilpatrick 
(Russley) 69 72 76 70 

288 Chan Young Chung (Manor Park) 74 70 71 73, 
Owen Burgess (Russley) 74 67 73 74, Cody Harper 
(Invercargill) 75 73 72 68 

289 Jeremy Hall (Greenacres Country) 71 68 75 75, 
Cameron Jones (North Shore) 71 70 74 74 

290 Fraser MacLachlan (Royal Wellington) 70 73 72 75 

291 Ryan Chisnall (Greenacres) 75 72 72 72, Mark 
Speedy (Royal Auckland) 72 74 73 72 

292 Jordan Green (Ashburton) 75 71 75 71 

293 Michael McAuley (Russley) 74 75 72 72, Tyler 
Hodge (Levin) 69 77 71 76 

294 Thomas Brockelsby (Royal Wellington) 74 70 71 79, 
Hamish Campbell (Greenacres) 72 74 74 74, Ben 
Wallace (Royal Auckland) 76 77 71 70 

295 Bradley Kendall (Mt Maunganui) 69 75 76 75 

296 Anthony Cope (North Shore) 72 76 74 74, Brad 
Hayward (New Plymouth) 76 76 71 73, Nic Kay 
(Coringa) 74 76 75 71 

297 Michael Worsfold (Hamilton) 74 75 76 72 

298 Daniel Graham (Lochiel) 78 75 71 74 

299 Jonathon Ratcliffe (Akarana) 78 72 76 73, James 
Devlin (Rangiora) 78 72 73 76 

 

Women, par 73: 

297 Jesse Hamilton (Maungakiekie) 76 70 81 70 

301 Catherine Bell (Ashburton) 75 73 76 77 

304 Emily Eng (Remuera) 75 73 78 78 

317 Hanna Seifert (Lochiel) 81 79 76 81 

322 Sylvie Williams (Waimairi Beach) 78 77 82 85, 
Angela Gerken (Invercargill) 75 84 81 82 

324 Jenna Hirst (Tuatapere) 82 81 79 82 

Cho doMInates top austRaLIan goLF event
World number two Cecilia Cho has become 
the first New Zealand woman to win the 
prestigious Riversdale Cup in Melbourne.

The 16 year old Aucklander shot a three-under par 
70 at the Riversdale course in early March to finish 
on 11-under par in the 53rd year of the tournament 
that attracted players from Europe, Asia New 
Zealand and the best from Australia.

It proved a double success for the New Zealanders 
with 13-year-old Lydia Ko, ranked number three in 
the world, finishing runner-up on seven-under after 
firing a four-under 69 on the day.

Cho said she was delighted with her win, set up 
when she broke the course record, previously held 
by Kiwi Sarah Nicholson, with her eight under 65 in 
the second round.

“The greens were fast and had quite a lot of slope 
on them. But I played really well on that day and 

made six birdies in a row. I made five in a row once 
at Whitford Park but this is the best,” Cho said.

“I felt quite tired at the start of the week after the 
New Zealand Open but I got nine hours sleep most 
nights which was great.

“It’s been a good week though and good for Lydia 
too. Now we are looking forward to the Queen 
Sirikit Cup in India.”

Cho moved to three-under through 12 holes on the 
final day before making two bogies at the 15th and 
18th holes, sandwiched by two further birdies.

Ko managed five birdies and an eagle in her round, 
mixed with three dropped shots.

Their Queen Sirikit Cup team-mate Emily Perry 
finished in a share of 15th place.
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Club Manual

The New Zealand Golf Club Manual is an excellent source of 
information for all golf club administrations. The Golf Club 
Manual has a new look for 2011 and is now available as an 
online e-book! Click the link below to view online: http://
www.documentsonline.co.nz/nzgolf/NZGolfClubManual/

Printed copies of the Golf Club Manual are available to 
purchase from NZ Golf. 

A4 ring-bound with tabbed inserts – $35 + GST.

To order your copy, or for any further details, please email 
nzgolf@nzgolf.org.nz  

 neW ZeaLand goLF CLuB ManuaL
neWs FRoM the R & a  
RuLes depaRtMent (Phil Aickin)
As an international advisory member on the R & A 
Rules of Golf and Amateur Status Committees I had 
the privilege in January of a quick trip to St.Andrews 
to be part of the Quadrennial Rules Conference 
(QRC). Every four years the rules of our great game 
are modified, which follows a process of many 
submissions and meetings. 

The new rule book will be available in October, ready 
to come in to effect from 1 January 2012 through to 
31 December 2015. However, the review process 
started in early 2007 once the current Rule book had 
been decided upon. Four years ago some significant 
changes occurred, which included the removal of 
the exemption if we played a wrong ball from a 
hazard (15-3) and adding a rule to allow us to lift our 
ball for identification in a hazard (12-2). There were 
also changes to avoid double penalties and in some 
cases reduce penalties.

The R & A Rules of Golf committee meets four times 
a year, as does the USGA Rules committee. They 
each address rules they believe need to be reviewed 
and then the key personnel from each organisation 
meet at a Joint Rules Committee (JRC) meeting. So 
after a thorough process of debate, review and 
drafting the new rule book starts to take shape. 

One of the final stages is then to include the 
International Advisory members at a meeting that 
includes a large delegation from both the R & A  
and the USGA. The final stage is for the JRC to agree 
on some of the outcomes of the QRC session and 
then to present the new rule book to R & A Rules 
Limited and the USGA for sign off.

In 2012 there is nothing significant to report on, 
however there has been a major focus on the 
structure of sentences, re-wording them for clarity 
and an easier interpretation.

The second stage of the 
QRC related to the 
Rules of Amateur 
Status, which follows 
the same procedure. 
Every four years this 
undergoes a rigorous 
review and it is fair to say that in 2012 we will see 
more change with these rules, than with the Rules  
of Golf. 

The purpose and spirit of the Rules is to maintain the 
distinction between amateur golf and professional 
golf and to keep the amateur game as free as 
possible from the abuses that may follow from 
uncontrolled sponsorship and financial incentive. It is 
considered necessary to safeguard amateur golf, 
which is largely self-regulating with regard to the 
Rules of play and handicapping, so that it can be 
fully enjoyed by all amateur golfers.  

The changes in 2012 certainly modernise the Rules 
for the current environment and when the embargo 
is lifted we will share them with you.

The R & A have in recent weeks been unfairly treated 
by the media and some players following the recent 
disqualifications of Camilo Villegas and Padraig 
Harrington. I am confident, that once they follow 
due process, they will do what is within the best 
interests of the game in regard to any rule change 
that these situations have highlighted. 
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Be In to WIn a teRRaCe doWns goLF 
WeeKend FoR 2 WIth the nZ goLF 
CRedIt CaRd 
As an affiliated member of New Zealand Golf, you are eligible for a  
NZ Golf Diners Club Credit Card, which has been created especially for  
NZ Golfers.

BeneFIts oF the CaRd:

•	 No annual fees (as part of your annual Golf Membership until 
November 2013)

•	 A complimentary 3-month subscription to NZ Golf Magazine and  
a DVD of Golf Tips with every new Card Account.

•	 Access to golf tournaments throughout New Zealand with great 
prizes

•	 A $10.00 donation to your Golf Club for every approved application
•	 Access to the Diners club Privileges Programme, with discounts and 

benefits for dining, accommodation, golfing and retail outlets
•	Acceptance at millions of locations worldwide

apply today via the Diners Club link at www.golf.co.nz or via the 
Golf banner located at www.dinersclub.co.nz.

Spend $100 or more on your 
Diners Card in March, and be in 
the draw to Win a golf week-
end for two at Terrace Downs 
Resort (competition Terms and 
Conditions apply).

please send pic



BRILLIant auCKLand Run aWaY  
WIth sBs InteRpRovInCIaL goLF
Auckland, on the back of a brilliant second 
day performance have waltzed away with 
the honours in the SBS Invitational golf 
tournament in Invercargill on 5-6 March.

Five shots behind Canterbury after the first day, 
Auckland claimed the title by a commanding 20 
shots in the championship involving all 15 provincial 
districts over 72 holes strokeplay with the best four 
of five scores counting.

The key was a stunning third round on the final 
morning where Auckland posted a magnificent 
13-under par 275 for the four best counting scores. 
Recent South Island strokeplay runner-up Sam An 
and Jonathon Ratcliffe both shot four-under 68s, 
international Ryan Fox fired 69 and the experienced 
Fraser Wilkin had a two-under 70.

This gave Auckland a massive margin going into the 
final round where a two-under par score was enough 
to see them coast home from Manawatu-Wanganui 
and hosts Southland, who shot eight-under in the 
two rounds.

Canterbury dropped back to fourth, 10 shots clear of 
Bay of Plenty in fifth.

Auckland’s dominance was such that four players 
finished in the top eight in the individual rankings.

Fox, the Srixon Academy representative, finished as 
leading individual with an eight-under 280, three 
shots clear of Tasman’s Blair Riordan with a further 
three shots back to a trio including An, Canterbury’s 
Shaun Jones and Southland’s Vaughan McCall, who 
won the South Island strokeplay title.

“Personally today was more of a struggle for me as I 
didn’t hit as many greens but made a lot of putts to 
keep in there,” Fox said. “But the team played really 
well in the morning and that set us up for the afternoon.

“We had all been in pretty good form recently so it 
was a matter of keep doing what we had been doing.

“We weren’t really under a lot of pressure so as long 
as we didn’t make any big numbers we were pretty 
comfortable.

“Today was about winning ugly for me but the putter 
is working well and it has been a good couple of 
weeks,” said Fox referring to his win the week before 
in the Grant Clements Memorial at Mt Maunganui.

points after tWo rounds:

581 Auckland

586 Manawatu Wanganui

595 Southland

576 Canterbury

590 Tasman, Bay of Plenty

591 Otago, Wellington

606 North Harbour

598 Waikato

600 Taranaki

620 Poverty Bay East Coast

625 Hawkes Bay

612 Northland

621 Aorangi

Leading individuaLs:

280 Ryan Fox (Auckland) 70 69 69 72

283 Blair Riordan (Tasman) 72 73 65 73

286 Shaun Jones (Canterbury) 67 73 73 72,  
Sam An (Auckland) 75 73 68 70, Vaughan McCall 
(Southland) 74 72 68 72

287 Liam Balneaves (Southland) 77 70 72 68

288 Fraser Wilkin (Auckland) 74 73 70 71, 
Jonathon Ratcliffe (Auckland) 75 72 68 73

Shaping World Class
Lawns Since 1914

www.toro.co.nz

VALUED AT

$999
INCL. GST 

NO GEARS
NO PUSHING
EFFORTLESS MOWING
You can buy these fantastic mowers from Mitre 10 MEGA & www.toro.co.nz

SHOOT THE BEST
STABLEFORD SCORE
AND YOU COULD

WIN1of10 
TORO Personal Pace®

 

SELF PROPELLED 

MOWERS

*Terms and conditions apply
View them online at www.toromowerchallenge.co.nz

SIGN UP FOR FREE AT
www.golf.co.nz

Just by entering you'll also
be in the draw to:

WIN a TORO
Self Propelled Mower

WIN a year’s subscription
to The Cut magazine –

there’s 10 to be won each week!

The Challenge runs from
28 Feb – 8 May 2011

As seen on The HSBC Golf Club Show



Two young golfers from the Aorangi South 
Canterbury region have been selected as recipients 
of the Sir Bob Charles Scholarship.

Timaru’s Tim Leonard and Ashburton’s Mark 
O’Malley are the joint winners of the scholarship, 
established with funds donated by Sir Bob to assist 
young people involved in golf to further their 
education while they develop their golfing skills. 

Leonard, 19, coached by Andre Van Staden at 
Timaru Golf Club, was number one for the Aorangi 
South Canterbury team at the Toro Interprovincials 
last year and was a member of the New Zealand 
junior team in the Trans Tasman Trophy. He was the 
South Island under-19 champion and joint winner of 
the South Island matchplay.

Leonard will begin studies at Lincoln University this 
year for his Bachelor of Commerce with Agriculture 
and Business Management.

spotLIght on neW  
nZ goLF staFF MeMBeR 
– MIKe haLL-taYLoR
roLe at nZ goLf:

Commercial and 
sponsorship manager

famiLy:

Married to Clare,  
with 3 kids -  
Anna (12), Tom (10), 
Marcus (7)

Lives in:

Devonport, North 
Shore City

past Working history:

Senior Brand Manager B&H, UK and Europe in charge of 
biggest sponsorship portfolio in the UK

Marketing Director, Jordan F1 Team.

Founder, Haygarth Sports Marketing

Current - CEO - HTC Sportsworld (Sports management 
consultants)

QuaLifications:

BA (Hons) Geography (Nottingham University, UK)

Executive MBA (Ashridge, UK)

goLf abiLity:

Recreational – and that’s being optimistic. Undergoing 
rigorous training programme currently now I’m working 
with NZ Golf. Got some new clubs for Xmas, there’s  
always hope!

favourite thing about nZ goLf

Great people, great feeling of teamwork, great 
opportunities for the sport in NZ.
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O’Malley, also coached by Van Staden 
and originally from Ashburton, is now 
playing in Christchurch where he is 
studying for his Bachelor of Accounting 
and Finance at the University of 
Canterbury.

O’Malley was also a member of the Trans 
Tasman Cup team last year and was top-
10 in the New Zealand Amateur and 
South Island Amateur last year and third 
overall. He was a member of the 
Canterbury team at the Toro 
Interprovincials and third overall at the 
Shirley Open, the final event of the 
Charles Tour last year.

aoRangI paIR seLeCted FoR  
sIR BoB ChaRLes sChoLaRshIps

pic being sent?



Fox RunneR-up
New Zealand golfer Ryan Fox fired a final 
round six-under 66 to finish runner-up in 
the Master of Amateurs in Melbourne. The 
Srixon Academy player finished on nine-
under par for the four rounds at the world 
class Royal Melbourne Golf Club.

Australian representative Tarquin McManus shot a 
superb seven under 65 to win the prestigious title by 
three shots at the tournament that drew players from 
England, New Zealand and Asia. Fox (Royal Auckland) 
finished in a share of second place with Australia’s 
Ryan McCarthy and England’s Andrew Sullivan.

Team-mate Ben Campbell (Masterton) shot a one-
under 71 to finish sixth on six-under in a strong 
performance from the New Zealand golfers. 
Hamilton’s Mat Perry and Mt Maunganui’s Brad 
Kendall both shot five-over 77s to finish on seven-
over and nine-over respectively.

stRong peRFoRManCes FoR CaMpBeLL, 
Fox at top austRaLIan goLF event
New Zealand golfers Ben Campbell and 
Ryan Fox enjoyed strong performances 
finishing fourth and sixth respectively in the 
prestigious Lake Macquarie Amateur 
Invitational in New South Wales.

Campbell was in a share of the third round lead but 
could only manage a four-over 76 in the final round 
at the coastal Belmont Golf Club near Newcastle.

This saw him slide back to a share of fourth place on 
six-under par 282.

Campbell finished one shot ahead of his Srixon 
Academy team-mate Fox who fired an excellent two-
under 70 to move up to a share of sixth place.

Australian Brady Watt also shot a two-under 70 to 
win the long-standing tournament by four shots.

Mt Maunganui’s Brad Kendall capped off a strong 
weekend with an even par 72 to finish in a share of 
20th on even-par 288.

The Lake Macquarie Amateur carries Category A 
status in the World Amateur Golf Rankings and has 
a rich history with tournament winners including 
Bruce Devlin, Jack Newton, Rodger Davis, Peter 
O’Malley, Stephen Leaney and Geoff Ogilvy. Only 
two New Zealanders have won in the event’s 54-year 
history with Marcus Wheelhouse claiming the 
honours in 1994 and Danny Lee in 2008.
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The winner will get to represent New Zealand at The World 
Junior Golf Championships in the USA, including a trip to 
Disneyland with a family member!

Tournament categories are:
•	 11	&	under	(girls	and	boys)	 •	 12	–	14	(girls	and	boys)

Register online NOW at www.juniortiger.co.nz
New to golf? Come	along	and	give	it	a	go!	Everyone	who	attends	on	
the	day	goes	into	the	draw	to	win	a	trip	for	you	and	a	family	member		
to	DisnEylanD	in	the	Us!

A fun day out for all the family!

www.juniortiger.co.nz

A nationwide hunt is on for New Zealand’s 2011 Junior Tiger 

?
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WaIKaRe goLF CLuB – a suCCessFuL junIoR pRogRaMMe
Waikare Golf club is situated in the township of Te 
Kauwhata just one hour drive south of Auckland or 
north of Hamilton. At the heart of this Eagle Junior 
Plus awarded golf club are their juniors. Turn up at 
Waikare Golf Club after 3pm every week day and 
you will see kids playing and practising golf. A sight 
the members enjoy seeing.

And at the heart of their club’s junior programme is 
Graham Stevenson: life member, junior convenor, 
junior coach, golf enthusiast, and accountant. At the 
young age of 74 years, Graham says he should be 
retried from working but wouldn’t know what to do 
in the mornings if he didn’t still go to work. So until 
midday you will find Graham at the Te Kauwhata 
Business and Accounting Services and then from 3pm 
every afternoon Graham is at the golf club coaching.

This summer Graham is being kept extra busy 
coaching as he has been asked by the club’s next 
door neighbours, Te Kauwhata College, to coach all 
of their Year 10 students (average age 15 years). This 
has involved 75 students divided into three classes 
who each receive three lessons a week for three 
weeks. All of the kids are enjoying the experience, 
where a few have joined Graham’s after school 
junior programmes, and the rest as Graham said “... 
aren’t going to be mad golfers right now, but at 
least they have had a taste and who knows, perhaps 

when they are older they will be interested in the 
game. Most of the time the benefits of these 
programmes don’t show immediately but in twenty 
to thirty years’ time.”

Every day at 3pm the “littlies” arrive (approximately 
five to ten years of age) and then the “older ones” 
arrive at 4pm. Then every Tuesday from 5-6pm 
Graham is coaching his primary school kids who 
come in from three local schools. Most afternoons 
there are at least forty kids out being coached and/
or playing. As wonderful as Graham is at coaching 
(and has been recognised as a valuable coach in 
2008 when he won the Sport Waikato ‘Coach of the 
Year - Life Time Award’) he isn’t able to do this all on 
his own. Graham is very thankful and quick to 
acknowledge the wonderful support he receives 
from fellow members. If he needs members to help 
him assist coaching or taking the kids out playing on 
the course he will easily get eight to twelve members 
volunteer their time. This is something that stands 
Waikare Golf Club apart from many other clubs – 
the support the junior programme gets from its 
members, not just in verbal support but actually 
rolling their sleeves up and getting their hands dirty 
support! And maybe one of the reasons why the 
members love supporting the junior programmes is 
the regular interaction the adult members, families 

and juniors have together at their Summer Friday 
Twilight competitions. Here all members play in a 
mixed field and then socialise together afterwards. 
And even those family members who don’t play are 
out at the club for dinner. It is family and social 
occasions like these that make Waikare Golf Club 
popular and in fact they have over 200 Auckland city 
members who are prepared to drive an hour or more 
for this wonderful club environment. 

Integral to the success of all the different junior 
programmes Graham runs during the summer 
season (October through to March) has been the 
Junior Handicap System. A year ago when the first 
system was put together Waikare Golf Club was very 
quick to put their hand up and trial the system. Since 
version one New Zealand Golf have now finalised 
the system now known as the Kiwi Golf Junior 
Handicap System and as of the 25th November 2010 
is live on Dot Golf. The Golf Club were very 
enthusiastic to use the system in which the golf club 
uses a purple brick inserted ‘flush’ into the ground 
(so the green keeper doesn’t need to move any tee 
blocks or doing anything special) to identify the 

shortened course start points. Graham said “the 
junior handicap system has been great for his juniors 
that are about eight to ten years of age who hit a 
nice golf ball but who don’t yet have the strength to 
get an Official Handicap off the longer men’s and 
women’s courses. They now have a handicap and 
are so excited to see their handicap improve. If it 
wasn’t for the handicap system many of these kids 
wouldn’t have stuck with the game as there was 
nothing for them to play and kids just want to play 
golf and get the ball in the hole.”

Waikare Golf Club currently have twenty three junior 
members and over forty kids who aren’t members 
but are involved in some of his coaching programmes 
who will join when they are able to play nine holes 
to get their junior handicap. Amazingly eight of the 
twenty three juniors are girls. Graham also has a 
small group of junior girls who are coming through 
his programmes. I asked Graham how he has 
managed to attract so many junior girls to the game; 
his reply “.... it must be my good looks and charm!” 
One thing is for certain, even with good looks and 
charm, there is something special about the man 
who has dedicated forty years to coaching juniors 
and who has contributed greatly to the future game 
of golf in Waikato and New Zealand. 
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neW ZeaLand  
goLF unIte WIth 
goLFeRs sKIn 
New Zealand Golf has recently formed an 
association with New Zealand Company 
Skin Alive and its golf-specific sunscreen 
Golfers Skin. 

The objective of Golfers Skin is to keep you, the 
players safe on the golf course in the harsh New 
Zealand sun.  

Golfers Skin is a range of sun care products, 
developed “by Golfers for Golfers”.  

“As Golfers we recognized the need for a good 
quality, non greasy, sweat proof sunscreen and most 
importantly a sunscreen that protects us,” said Grant 
Lawrie, Managing Director of Skin Alive. 

“After five years of on-course development we 
know it works!” 

New Zealand Golf has recognized it has a 
responsibility to its players to promote sun safety 
and help educate golfers that sun protection on the 
golf course is essential. 

“We are excited to work with Skin Alive and their 
brand Golfers Skin,” said Jan Burrows the Marketing 
Manager of New Zealand Golf.

“The team at Golfers Skin has shown to be very 
passionate about the education of sun protection 
and we will be looking at bringing that through 
firstly with our Junior Tiger programme this month.”  

Golfers Skin, as a New Zealand made sunscreen, is a 
good example of a local product making it globally 
– their product is now available in Europe, USA and 
Thailand.

Their products are available in New Zealand or can 
be purchased through the online pro shop at  
www.golf.co.nz. 

neW ZeaLand goLF 
announCes neW 
paRtneRshIp  
WIth jennIan & 
MILestone hoMes
New Zealand Golf has established a new 
initiative with Jennian Homes and 
Milestone Homes that is now available to 
all New Zealand Golf club members. 

In a fantastic new promotion, New Zealand Golf 
members who build a new home with either 
company will receive a $1,000 discount.

Jennian Homes or Milestone Homes will then 
donate $1,000 to the member’s local club on the 
member’s behalf as well as $1,000 to New Zealand 
Junior Golf, to help grow the game from the 
grassroots up.  

New Zealand Golf is delighted to have secured this 
new partnership and looks forward to clubs and 
members throughout the country enjoying the 
benefits. 
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